My favorite la
& home schooled children

've noticed that quite a few

New IHHampshire mothers:

home schooltheir children.

Maybe fathers do too, but I
haven’t met any.

. InApril of 2000, I was asked fo
represent the Judiciary Commit-
tee of the New Hampshire legisla-
ture in what has become known as -
the Supreme Court “1mpeachment
case.” I spent the next -

~ and his was, “I don’t think so.” He

wyer

“You've made my day,” I told him.

Afewdays later it came time for-
closing arguments. I spoke for two ;
hours, reserving one hour forre-
buttal Counsel for the chief jus-
tice then spoke for three hours. A
is typical forlawyers, neither of u
had enough time.

Every good elosing has a theme

used those wordés to

six months carrying -
outthatassignment,
first condueting an in-
‘vestigation and then,
following impeach-
‘ment of the chief jus-.
tice, serving as prose-
cutor at the State Sen-
ate impeachment tri-
al. It was an honor to
be part of something.
so important for this
state, where I was
born and raised.

The job came with
perks—Ihad are-
served parking space -
and my very own fax
machine. I stayed at
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refute every argumen
I'had made for our
side ofthe case. Itwa
avirtual mantra, re-
peated over and over -
to the pomt where you .
‘could see 22 New
Hampshire state sena
tors practically
mouthing those word:
for him. I squirmed
each time I heard
them. .
Ashisthree hours

wound down, he told
about meeting a moth-
erand her home-

" schooled children a
few days earlier. It

the Holiday Inn, ate

countless lunches at the State

- House cafeteria, and found out
‘where you could get a late night
mealin Concord. I met interesting
people, mc]udlng former judges,
former wives of former judges, dis-
gruntled litigants, legislators and
reportars,

And I met citizens, 1nclud1ng a
woman who was home schooling
her children. Late one afternoon
she came up to me in the corridor
outside the hearing room where
the trial was being held. She intro-
duced herself. “I’'m home school-
ing my three children. T brought
them here téday to see how our

government works. Would yoube. -

willing to speak with them?” I said
“Of eourse” and spoke with the two
girls and the oldest child, a boy of.

- 14. He shook my hand, and paid me
the ultimate compllment “I've
been watchmg you ontelevision,
and you’re my favorite lawyer i

’ sounded familiar. He
ended his remarks with a rhetori-
cal flourish, asking the senators to
send amessage to those children

that democracy works in New i
Hampshire. He sat down andIgot ..

up. i

Ithoughtfora mome'nt, and then -
Itold of my meetmg with the same
family and the son’s supreme com- -
phment— “You’'re my favorite :
lawyer.” That got a laugh. Not to be
outdone, and even though his time
had expired, my worthy opponent

~ jumped up and said, “The older

daughter said the same thingto
me!” That got a laugh too.

Ilooked athim, then atthe sena-
tors,then back at him and resumed -

.my rebuttal with his four words:

“Idon’t think so.” :
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